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Dear Parents

We would like to welcome you and your child to our school.   We realise that you must have many questions to ask about the school.   To help we have produced this booklet.

We feel it is very important that all parents feel encouraged to contact us if there are any queries or problems that might affect your child's education.

Yours sincerely

Mrs C Kenworthy
Wellhouse Junior and Infant School is a community primary co-educational day school catering for children in the age range 4 to 11 years.

Parents of prospective pupils may look round the school by appointment.   New full-time children are encouraged to visit school for two sessions in the term before they are admitted. 
 The School's Aims
The Governors of the school have formally approved and adopted the Local Education Authority's "Curriculum Statement".   This statement defines the aim for the education of all children "as firstly to enlarge children's knowledge, experience and imaginative understanding and thus their awareness of moral values and capacity for enjoyment; and secondly to enable them to enter the world after formal education is over as active participants in society and responsible contributors to it, capable of achieving as much independence as possible.   These aims are true for all children in accordance with their age, ability, aptitude and any special educational needs they have"

The aims of the school are reflected in a broad and balanced curriculum and the school's curriculum consists of all those activities designed or encouraged within its original framework to promote the intellectual, personal, social and physical development of its pupils.  It includes not only the formal programme of lessons, but also the 'informal' programme of so-called extra curricular activities as well as all those features which produce the school's 'ethos' such as the quality of relationships, the concern for equality of opportunity, the values exemplified in the way the school sets about its task and the way in which it is organised and managed.

Curriculum
The key element of the School Curriculum is the National Curriculum.   For 5 - 11 year olds this comprises:-


English


Technology and Design


Music


Mathematics

History




Art


Science

Geography



Physical Education

Each year the pupils study the whole broad range of subjects under the guidance of their class teacher.   In addition other curriculum areas will be covered each year, such as:-


Health Education and other aspects of Personal and Social Education


Information Technology


Environmental Awareness


Multi-Cultural and Gender Issues.
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Homework
The school has a homework policy in line with DfEE advice.  This is available to all parents.

Class Arrangements

In the school year 2011-12 the classes are as follows:

Class 1 – Miss Walton


 
Ages 4-6
21 Pupils 
- Reception and Year 1
Class 2 – Miss Swales



Ages 6-9
17 pupils
- Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4
Class 3 – Miss Cook



Ages 9-11
17  pupils
- Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6
These groupings may change in future years according to the numbers in each year group.
Sex Education
Sex Education is taught by all staff with varying degrees of complexity and depth and enhanced where appropriate by the school nurse.  We aim to, inculcate a healthy and positive attitude about sex and gender issues, to enhance personal and social skills, and to ensure understanding of facts at appropriate times in children’s development within a moral framework.

With younger children this includes giving correct information and acceptable vocabulary, studying growth and reproduction in plants and animals.

With older children this includes preparation for puberty, knowledge of reproduction, using C4 Living and Growing videos, through the themes ourselves, the body and PSHCE.

Parents will be invited to discuss content prior to children seeing it, and will be made aware of their right to withdraw children.  The full policy is available for parents to see.

Special Educational Needs
The school has developed a new special needs policy in line with recent legislation and in co-operation with all schools within the Colne Valley Pyramid.  This policy can be seen at the school.  When a child is considered to have special needs this is discussed within school and with the parents.  Various stages are outlined in the policy where progress is carefully monitored and targets set.  If this results in a Statement of Special Needs, then additional support may be provided by the authority and extra teaching input could be possible.  Generally children will continue in a mainstream class with work appropriate to their needs and abilities.

Parents can inspect a copy of our full S.E.N. policy by contacting the head teacher.
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Religious Education
The school has no particular religious affiliation but there is general religious Education and collective worship.  The school follows the Kirklees agreed syllabus and studies Christianity and Judaism at Key Stage 1 and Christianity, Judaism and Sikhism at Key Stage 2.

Collective worship is undertaken by members of staff using a variety of sources including bible stories and radio broadcasts to promote a caring ethos within school.    

Parents have the right to withdraw the child from religious worship or instruction.  Appropriate arrangements for withdrawal can be made following discussion with the headteacher.

Sport
The school endeavours to involve children in a wide range of sporting activities despite limited facilities.  We have no field and only a small hard core area.    Where possible facilities at nearby schools are used for such events as rounders, football and sports days.  The children do have the benefit of three years swimming provision.  The school has been involved with football coaching for girls and boys by Huddersfield Town Football Club, and would expect to be involved again when the opportunity arises.  Although numbers don't support traditional team sports, i.e., eleven a side games the school through, a programme of TOP Sports Bags in use in the pyramid, can introduce children to a wide range of sports.  Staff qualifications include:-  Kirklees Certificate for teaching gymnastics and the F.A. Football Teaching Certificate.

Art
Children undertake a wide variety of arts activities - music, drama, dance, art & craft - in line with the National Curriculum and Q.C.A. guidelines.  When possible we join with other schools and outside agencies to further such activities.  This has included working with professional musicians and artists and performing at Huddersfield Town Hall.  In 2006 and 2008 we combined with local small schools and hired the Lawrence Batley Theatre for productions based on dance. Also we use visiting drama or music groups to perform for and involve the children. 

Public Access to Documents
Under recent legislation, parents have access, at the school, to copies of the prospectus, the Governing Body's Annual Report and to statements of the Local Education Authority's and Governing Body's curriculum policy and aims.   Parents can also have access to copies of Department for Education Orders and Circulars about the curriculum; Her Majesty's Inspectorate reports about the school;  details of the L.E.A's complaints machinery;  and to syllabuses and schemes of work in use at the school.
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Complaints Procedures
There are 3 levels at which complaints about school curriculum matters can be made:-

(a)
at school level, issues can be raised directly with the Head Teacher or with the 

school's governing body;

(b)
if a matter cannot be resolved at school level, a formal complaint can be made at 

Local Authority level;

(c)
at Government level, the Secretary of State for Education can be asked to intervene.


Pastoral Care
The teaching staff are responsible for pastoral care and, owing to the small numbers in school, close contact is always possible between parent and school.

Corporal Punishment
It is the Authority's policy not to use corporal punishment and under the terms of the Education No 2 Act 1986 its use is now illegal.

Extra Curricular
Extra-curricular activities may take place from time to time within the limits set by the small numbers.   Sporting activities take place with other small schools.

Uniform
Our school uniform is available from Term Time Wear in Huddersfield.  An order form is enclosed in your pack.
Educational Visits and Trips
If expenditure for trips and visits during school time are incurred by the school, charges are not made, but parents may be asked for voluntary contributions to cover costs.   Children are not excluded through an inability to pay for such a visit. 
Rates of Authorised and Unauthorised Absence
The percentage of days missed during the 2009-10 school year as a result of unauthorised absence is 0.08%.

The percentage of days missed during the 2009-10 school year as a result of authorised absence is     %.
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Admissions

Parents wishing to apply for a place are asked to contact the school in the first instance.  Arrangements can be made for parents to visit the school prior to making an application.

Children are admitted yearly in the September before their 5th birthday.

Priorities for Admission
ALL KEY STAGES
1 Children in public care (looked after children)

2 Children with a Statement of Special Educational Needs which names the school

3 Children living in the school’s priority admission area who have an older brother or sister attending from the same address at the date of admission

4 Other children living in the school’s priority admission area

5 Children who live outside the priority area who have an older brother or sister attending from the same address at the time of admission

6 Children who live outside the priority area
NOTES

a) Children in priorities 1 and 2 above may also be admitted above the Published Admission Number (PAN)

b) If we cannot agree to requests for admissions in priorities 3 to 6 above without exceeding the PAN, we will give priority up to the PAN to children living nearest the school.  Distance is measured in a straight line.

c) ‘Live’ means the child’s permanent home at the date when applications close, or if a significant house move is involved, the latest reasonable date prior to the final allocation of places.
d) A Priority Admission Area mans a geographical area determined by Kirklees in consultation with the governing body of the school.

APPEALS AGAINST ADMISSION DECISION COMMUNITY AND CONTROLLED SCHOOLS

Where possible we will try to match a parent's choice of school, otherwise we will offer alternatives.  If your request for a place at a school is refused, you may appeal against the decision.  Details on request.
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NATIONAL CURRICULUM ASSESSMENT RESULTS FOR KEY STAGE 1
These tables show the percentage of year 2 children achieving each level NATIONALLY in 2006. 

Figures may not total 100% because of rounding.

TEACHER ASSESSMENT

	Teacher Assessment
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	W
	1
	2
	2C
	2B
	   2A
	3 or above
	Pupils 

Disapplied

	  Pupils 

Absent

	Speaking & Listening
	2
	10
	65
	
	
	
	23
	0
	0

	Reading
	3
	11
	
	13
	23
	23
	27
	0
	0

	Writing
	5
	12
	
	21
	26
	20
	15
	0
	0

	Mathematics
	2
	7
	
	17
	24
	27
	23
	0
	0

	Science
	2
	8
	65
	
	
	
	25
	0
	0


These tables show the percentages of Year 2 children at Wellhouse J & I School achieving each level in 2009.  The number of children in Year 2 was 8 so each child represents 12.5 of the total.
TEACHER ASSESSMENT

	
	W
	1
	2C
	2B
	2A
	3 

	Speaking & Listening
	0
	25 %
	12.5%
	37.5%
	25%
	

	Reading
	0
	12.5%
	12.5 %
	25%
	25%
	25%

	Writing
	0
	37.5%
	25%
	25%
	12.5%
	

	Mathematics 
	0
	0%
	12.5%
	25%
	62.5%
	

	Science 
	0
	12.5%
	
	75%
	
	12.5%


Key
Abs - not assessed due to absence


Dis - disapplied under sections 364/365 of the 1996 Education Act


W - working towards level 1
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NATIONAL CURRICULUM TEST RESULTS FOR KEY STAGE 2 

These tables show the percentage of year 6 children achieving each level NATIONALLY in 2006. 

Figures may not total 100% because of rounding.

	TEACHER ASSESSMENT
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	         Percentage at each level
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	W
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	Pupils

disapplied
	Pupils

absent

	English
	1
	1
	5
	18
	49
	26
	0
	0
	0

	Mathematics
	0
	1
	4
	18
	46
	30
	0
	0
	0

	Science
	0
	0
	3
	13
	47
	36
	0
	0
	0


	TEST RESULTS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Percentage at each level
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Below level 3*


	3
	4
	5
	Pupils

disapplied
	Pupils absent

	English
	6
	14
	52
	27
	0
	

	Reading
	7
	7
	42
	43
	0
	

	Writing
	7
	29
	48
	15
	0
	

	Mathematics
	6
	18
	44
	31
	0
	

	Science
	3
	10
	40
	47
	0
	


W  
represents pupils who are working towards level 1, but have not yet achieved the


standards needed for level 1.

*
represents children who were not entered for the tests because they were working below level 3 in English, mathematics or science;  children awarded a compensatory level from the tests; and children not achieving a level from the tests.
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NATIONAL CURRICULUM TEST RESULTS FOR KEY STAGE 2 - 2009
These tables show the percentage of year 6 children at Wellhouse J & I School achieving each level in 2009.
The number of children in year 6 was 6
Figures may not total 100% because of rounding.

	TEST RESULTS

	
	Percentage at each level

	
	Below 

level 3*
	3
	4
	5
	Pupils

not entered#
	Pupils absent

	English
	
	
	84
	50
	16 (1 pupil)
	

	Reading
	
	
	84
	50
	16 (1 pupil)
	

	Writing
	
	
	84
	16
	16 (1 pupil)
	

	Mathematics
	
	
	84
	33
	16 (1 pupil)
	

	Science
	
	
	84
	50
	16 (1 pupil)
	


W  
represents pupils who are working towards level 1, but have not yet achieved the standards needed for level 1.


*
represents children who were not entered for the tests because they were



working below level 3 in English, mathematics or science;  children awarded a 

compensatory level from the tests;  and children not achieving a level from the tests.
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Length of School Day and School Session Times
The length of the school day is 5½ hours - school commences at 8.45 a.m. and finishes at 3.15 p.m. with lunch from 11.45 a.m. - 12.45 p.m.

It is important that a child attends school regularly and arrives on time.  Children should not arrive before 8.35 a.m. 
If your child is ill please let us know asap so that the absence can be authorized in the register.  Occasionally a child becomes ill during school time.  Please make sure we have a way of contacting you through the day.  It is important therefore that you keep us informed of any change of address, telephone number or place of work.

Absences are classed as unauthorised unless the school is informed of the reason for such an absence in writing or by telephone.  The register closes at 9.15 and 12.55 after which a child is deemed late.

Access
Access to the school is from Lower Wellhouse Road.  The school gate area is very congested at 3.15 p.m.  May we ask parents not to double park and not to park on the yellow zig-zags or in the bus stop outside the gate.

School Meals and Milk
The mid-day meal is prepared at school before dinner time.  The menu changes daily and children choose from the menu after lunch for the following day which means that the children always have their first choice for lunch.

Please help your child to settle in easily by making sure he/she can handle a knife and fork.

The correct money for the whole week must be sent on Monday morning.  We would be grateful if you could send the money in an envelope or purse with the child's name on it.  

The cost of a school meal from September 2011 is £1.85 per day, £9.25 per week.  Cheques (made payable to Kirklees MC) are welcome.

Morning and afternoon playtimes are supervised by members of the teaching staff.  At lunchtime children are supervised by lunchtime supervisors.

If you feel you may be entitled to free school meals please ask at the office for an application form.

Parents may purchase a daily carton of milk for infant age children (up to the end of the school year in which they are seven).  This is collected termly, price £8.50 per term.  Please forward money in the envelope provided.  Pupils who partake of the ‘Milk in Schools Scheme’ benefit from a subsidy from the Intervention Board.  This represents a significant reduction in the actual cost of the milk.
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Snacks
Parents may wish to provide a snack, e.g. fruit or a healthy biscuit for morning break, but sweets, nuts or crisps are not allowed.  Infant children don’t need a snack as they have daily fruit provided by the Government under the ‘Fruit and Vegetable in Schools Scheme’.
Clothing
Children should be suitably dressed for school.   Grey or black trousers/skirt, red or white polo or white shirt and red sweatshirt/jumper/cardigan.
Pumps, black shorts and white shirt are needed for P.E. and an apron or old shirt for craft activities.  Such items should be kept in a named pump bag.
It will help if children can dress and undress themselves unaided, slip on pumps are far easier than laces.
Please name all clothing, including shoes and wellingtons.

Footwear
Sensible footwear in school please - no high heels, wooden clogs, plastic or sling back type sandals.

Jewellery
Jewellery can easily be caught when running in the playground, please no necklaces, chains, rings or bangles.  If children must have pierced ears, studs only please.

Swimming
Year 4, 5 and 6 children go swimming on a Thursday morning, and will require a towel and suitable costume, goggles may only be worn with a parent's note, no talcum powder please. All children that go swimming with school need a swimming cap.  Earings must be removed for the swimming session.
Toys
Toys can easily be broken and often cause arguments, therefore please do not send toys to school unless on a special occasion, e.g., last day of term, birthday, etc, guns and swords are not suitable.
This information is published in compliance with Education Law.  The details given were correct at September 2009.  Changes may take place before the beginning the school year.  Any changes may be published in a supplement.

Published by the Governors of Wellhouse J & I School, Lower Wellhouse, Golcar,

Huddersfield. HD7 4ES.  Telephone number 01484 222255.
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